
Sermon Notes October 11, 2020 
“A Call to Faithfulness: Live Responsibly”: Hebrews 13:1-16 

Key Verse: “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.” Hebrews 13:16 NRSV 

Purpose: To help us accept the responsibilities of faithfulness. 

Background: The writer to the Hebrews is nearing the conclusion of his letter, as such he turns to 
practical matters. He offers five essential qualities of the Christian life or what I would offer is 
what it looks like to “live responsibly”: 

1,   Brotherly love –Mutual love is a virtue of the Christian community. The pagans noticed 
the mutual love among the faithful and with a tone of amazement spoke, “Look at these 
Christians, how they love one another.” 

2.   Hospitality – Showing hospitality to strangers grows out of “brotherly love.” During this 
time in history the culture loved and honored hospitality. You never know when you 
open your home, you may be entertaining angels of God.  

3.   Sympathy for those in trouble – Remember those who are in prison and being tortured. 
The implication is, when one suffers, all do. 

4.   Purity – This characteristic addresses the marriage bond and the need to respect it. There 
were those who relapsed into immorality (adulterous living). 

5.   Contentment – Faithfulness would imply the Christian is free from the love of money –  
to be content with what we have. This characteristic is further highlighted in vs. 16.      
This is a reminder that sharing what we have is a sacrifice pleasing to God. 

“Begin with the end in mind.” To that end he writes, “it means to start with a clear understand-
ing of your destination. It means you know where you are going so you can better understand 
where you are now and so that the steps you take are always in the “right” direction.” Stephen 
R. Covey The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People 

Living the Scripture: 
The story of Abraham and hospitality - what does this tell us about how we might practice      
hospitality?  
Is hospitality just about food?  
What else can be involved? 
Who do we invite into our lives? People like us – same color, same politics, same age, same (fill 
in the blank) 
Whom do we exclude? Those of different faiths, different education level, different lifestyles. 
How do we decide whom to invite and whom to exclude? 

Sympathy for those in trouble - following Christ “outside the camp” – the camp being our com-
fort zone, our church building, our neighborhood. Jesus was constantly “outside the camp” and 
searching those in trouble. 

Living a life committed to the teachings of Christ leads us to seek the health and wellness of all.  

How can we more intentionally, more faithfully, more responsibly reach out to marginalized  
persons and offer them a place at the table?  

What kinds of ministries have yet to be thought of that take us “outside the camp?”    

 
 



Music to Center our Hearts recorded by Lynne Rench 

Opening Conversation: Rev. Bruce 

Pastor’s Prayer 

Scripture Focus: Hebrews 13:1-16 

Prayer Concerns:          
 Walter & Dorothy Starcher         Sebastian Kunkler         Harold Simmons              
 Val Ewing                           Josh Ewing        Lori Silva          
 Sharron Kopowski                 Jeff Parker                  Marlene Pfister         
 Millie Haddix               Paul Starcher       Larry Kunkler 
 Steve Adams       Lenora Codding    
 Mark Labardee & Andrew Tate (Mountain)       

 May God rest a healing hand upon those who have been named. Let us 
 join our hearts and voices...  

Hymn:  “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989) p. 500, vs. 1,5 
     Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;  
 wean it from earth; through all its pulses move; 
 stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art, 
 and make me love thee as I ought to love. 

 Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, 
 One holy passion filling all my frame; 
 The kindling of the heaven descended Dove, 
 My heart an altar, and thy love the flame. 

Thoughts Along the Way:                                                        Rev. Bruce Hartley                                      
“A Call to Faithfulness: Live Responsibly”  
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A Modern Affirmation of Faith 

Leader:  Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true church, 
 apostolic and universal, whose holy faith lets us now declare: 

People:  We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power and love, 
 whose mercy is over all his works, and whose will is ever directed 
 to his children’s good. 

 We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the gift of the 
 Father’s unfailing grace, the ground of our hope and the promise of our 
 deliverance from sin and death. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our lives,  
 whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance of the truth of Christ, 
 and find strength and help in time of need. 

 We believe that this faith should manifest itself in the service of love 
 as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord, to the end that the 
 kingdom of God may come upon the earth. 
 Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
 daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever 
 and ever. Amen. 

Remember God’s goodness in your giving to Christ’s church 

Go Forth 

Postlude 

 Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God 
 from Bill, Michelle and Macon Taylor. 


